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BONN, June 13-— The West 
German government said to- 
day that it had formal assur- 
ances from the U.S. embassy 
here that there had been no 
American involvement in elec- 


tronic eavesdropping on a pri- 
vate phone conversation be- 
tween two prominent German 
politicians. 

A flurry of suspicion direc- 
tion against the U.S. Army 
broke out here last night after 
it became known that some- 
one apparently tapped a 
phone call between Helmut 
Kohl, chairman of the opposi- 
tion Christian Democratic Un- 
ion, and Kurt Biedenkoph, the 
party's secretary general. 

Questions about possible 
American involvement were 
raised because a transcript of 
the Kohl-Biedenkoph talk 
turned up on a form similar to 
those used by U.S. Army intel- 
ligence. These forms received 
considerable publicity two 
years ago when it was re- 
vealed that Army intelligence 
had engaged in wiretapping 
against persons with alleged 
ties to dissidents among the 
' American forces in West Ger- 


many. 

r However. Klaus Boelling, 
chief spokesman for Chancel- 
1 lor Helmut Schmidt, said to- 
day that there is no evidence j 
to support suspicion of U.S. in- 
volvement He added, *Tt 
‘ would be as easy as child’s 
play to forge printed Ameri- 
| can forms.” 

1 Officials of the U.S. em- 
] bassy here and at headquar- 
ters of the U.S. 7th Army In 
Heidelberg declined any im- 
mediate comment on the inci- 
dent except to say that they 
were Investigating. It was 
learned, however, that an offi- 
cial U.S. denial had been pre- 
pared and would probably be 
made public later tonight or 
Saturday. 

Boelling also said that It 
“was completely excluded.” 
that any West German govern- 
mental agencies were in- 
volved. But he confirmed that 
the monitored conversation 

was authentic, that the wire- 
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capping had oeen Illegal and 







t Bonn takes the matter 
“very seriously.” 

The contents of the conver- 
sation, last October have not 
been made public, although it 
is known to have been be- 
tween Biedenkoph’s office in 
Bonn 'and Mainz, capital of 
Rhineland-Palatinate, where 
Kohl is the state prime minis- 
ter. The Christian Democratic f 
leader is expected to be the 
opposition candidate for chan- 
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cellor against Schmidt in next 
year’s national elections. 
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The wiretapping came to 
light when photocopies of the 
transcript were sent to the 
magazine Stern and to a mem- 
ber of the parliamentary com- 
mittee that oversees West Ger- 
man security organizations. 
They were mailed June 2 from 
Kaiserslautern, a town in 
Rhineland-Palatinate that is 
the site of a large U.S. mili- 
tary installation. Government! 
officials said the identify andj 
motives of the sender are un-i 


